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There is a grisly murder in your neighborhood. You stand outside with your neighbors and watch, or

maybe you peek out your curtains. Hours pass, then days, maybe years. Then one day there is a

knock at your door and the police take you in for questioning. Do you remember what happened?

Do you have an alibi? Can you take countless hours of interrogation without breaking?This can

happen to you. And it happens to more people than you think.Stories from The Fixer to The

Shawshank Redemption have for decades catered to audiences' grim fascination with wrongful

imprisonmentâ€”one's worst nightmare come to life. In Stolen Years, the stories are true. The ten

former inmates profiled here fended off the blackest despair so they could keep fighting for freedom.

Once out, they faced a new struggle: getting back to living after losing so many years behind

bars.Intense, startling, and utterly compelling, Stolen Years will take listeners into the lives of the

jailed innocent.
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Less than a year away from the next United States Presidential Election, Americans are talking

about the issues that matter to them and the things that they hope the presidential candidates will

speak about. One of those topics is the reform of the criminal justice system. Social movements

such as Black Lives Matter have shined a light on the alarming amount of police brutality that takes

place in our nation. Many of the presidential candidates have spoken about reducing the severity of

punishment for petty crimes and attempting to decrease the number of Americans who are

incarcerated. In his new book, Stolen Years: Stories of the Wrongfully Imprisoned, author and New

York Post reporter Reuven Fenton delves into another equally important aspect of this

conversation.In the book, Fenton tells the stories of ten individuals who were tried and incarcerated

for crimes they did not commit. Through these personal recollections, readers gain insight into the

alarming lengths that investigators and prosecutors will go to for a conviction. Many of the people

who are featured in this work were simply in the wrong place at the wrong time. Fenton writes of the

grueling interrogation techniques meant to eat away at a person until they confess. Several of the

people featured here were fed confessions that they then repeated simply so that they could escape

the arduous process.As I worked my way through each of the short stories, I was shocked to learn

how easy it is for a person to slip through the cracks of the justice system. Whether by police

oversight of undeniable evidence or an overeager prosecutor willing to spin a narrative so that their

version of the events seems the most correct, many people have had large parts of their lives stolen

from them.
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